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                         Dear Fellow Serrans 
                         It is time to give thanks for all God’s  
                         bounty. Because at this time with 
                         grateful hearts, we thank God for all 
                         of the blessings he has given to us 
                         not only this past year but through- 
                         out our lives: our families and friends   
our homes and communities, our food and drink, our 
faith and knowledge. In particular, this year, I have 
been blessed with working with the wonderful 
people in our Serra Club and am thankful for each of 
you that have all shown in prayer and in work to help 
in the increase of vocations. 
On my latest trip to Spain and walking El Camino, I 
was blessed with being pointed in the right direction. 
I have not had my heart where it should be. When I 
was walking along a particularly arduous and rocky 
trail, a bird in full song followed me and sang to me 
from tree to tree. I looked for this bird but could not 
locate it. Later that day, before Mass during our 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL 
 
rosary, the chants of the nuns echoed in the top of 
the chapel and I heard that same bird singing its song 
within the resonance of the dome of the church. It 
was indistinguishable and was the same bird I had 
heard earlier that day. I could not have been blessed 
with a more clear sign to deepen my prayer and 
recite the rosary. “Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus 
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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

OUR MISSION IS TO FOSTER, AFFIRM AND PROMOTE VOCATION TO MINISTRY IN THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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C CHURCH 

December 4 - Christmas Mass and Luncheon 
December 15 – Women and Spirit, Catholic Sisters in 
                           America, DVD, 7:00 to 9:00PM   
                           Christ Cathedral Arboretum 
January 1 – No Club Meeting                                                           
January 15 – Club Meeting, Speaker TBD 
February 4 –Mass in Celebration of Consecrated Life,  
                        Holy Family Cathedral, 4:00PM Mass   
February 5 - Club Meeting, Speaker TBD    
February 19- Club Meeting, Speaker TBD 
March 5 – Club Meeting, Speaker TBD                           
March 9 - Women in Spirit, Christ Cathedral 
March 19 – Club Meeting, Speaker TBD 
                          
 
 
 
           
                
       
                                                                                
                                                                                                
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 



 
tecum.”                                         
                                            Warren Kato, President   
                                                                                              
                          
                                                 
                        
                        Our seminarian who received the gift 
                        card for December, donated by Mary 
                        Horan, is Hoa Tran. Hoa is from St. 
                        Boniface parish and is in his Pastoral 
                        Year at St. Columban’s Parish. 
                        NEWS FROM THE SEMINARIANS 
                        Congratulations to seminarians 
Brandon Dang, Robin Joo and Quyen Troung who 
received Admission to Candidacy at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park. 
The Admission to Candi- 
dacy rite, conferred by  
the Bishop, offers the 
candidates the chance to 
publically express their 
intention to receive or- 
dination as a deacon and 
perhaps later as a priest. 
Brandon was also elected 
Student Body President 
at St. Patrick’s.          
Please continue to pray 
for all the seminarians  
and young men discern- 
ing the priesthood. 
The next Priesthood Discernment  Meeting will be  
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 6:00 p.m., Pastoral 
Center, First Floor, Room 1D Christ Cathedral 
Campus. Any questions regarding discernment 
contact Father John Moneypenny, Director of 
Vocations at 714-282-3036 or 
Fr.jmoneypenny@rcbo.org. Remember your day in 
the 31 Club and try to attend your parish monthly 
day of Perpetual Adoration. 
DECEMBER PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
Loving God, you gifted us with your Son, Jesus. At 
His baptism, you affirmed him as your Son. Jesus 
responded by proclaiming the Good News about 
your reign. Gift all with generous hearts to further 
your reign here on earth. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
                                  Mary Brockschmidt, Vocations 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                         Our celebrant on Novembet 6 was Fr. 
                         Wayne Adajar, our “happy” priest. 
                         Yes, he always makes us smile. 
                          Our speaker was Sister Kit Gray. 
                          She told us some of her vocational 
                          story. I pray I got the highlights. 
                          Born in Rhode Island, she later came 
to California with her family, attending first through 
eighth grade at Holy Family in Orange. She felt 
God’s call in first grade as she so loved the teacher’s 
at Holy Family. Both her parents are converts, 
having been wonderful teaching parents in faith, 
family, service and to just do your best. After eighth 
grade she attended the Srs. 
of St. Joseph prep school. 
She then became a teacher 
at Rosary High School, 
then principal. 
She has freely responded to 
The Holy Spirit with con- 
tinual growth in God and  
neighbor, As such, some- 
thing the recently followed 
that life is her placement 
as the first woman Chan- 
cellor of the Diocese. Quite  
a feat and quite a responsibility. 
I would venture to say. 
She is now the Community Builder at Christ 
Cathedral bringing many of the elements together: 
the cemetery, the small chapel, the school and yet to 
be discovered where she can help. 
The Sisters of St. Joseph celebrated a 100 years in 
existence in 2012. Sister Kit has been here since 
1963. With Vatican II happening  in 1964, she has 
experienced a 50th anniversary, just last year in 2013. 
Half of her original classmates were here, but sadly, 
only two are left. 
The sisters have a Constitution, established in 1989 
that they are committed to. All are equally important. 
Number eleven states: “The life and works of our 
congregation are directed to a single end: THE 
UNION OF OURSELVES AND ALL PEOPLE 
WITH GOD AND WITH ONE ANOTHER IN AND 
THROUGH CHRIST JESUS. This purpose requires 
of us docility to the Spirit, Profound humility, and 
zeal which is characterized by gentleness, joy and 
peace.” For me, this brings it all together and 
portrays them in the most beautiful light. They work 
to make the world a better place. 
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Answering questions from the audience, she pointed 
out how the Franciscans are known for poverty, and 
their love of animals. The Dominicans are known for 
their love preaching and teaching. The CSJ is known 
for education and missionary work. 
The current Loyola Marymount building in the 
future will have two upper floors dedicated to 
veteran women, with the help of Volunteers of 
America. 
Speaking of the habits they have worn in the past, 
she gave us the history beginning from when they all 
wore full habits to the present when habits became 
optional. That actually occurred in 1964. Some 
sisters still prefer to wear the full habit of the past. 
A parting thought from sister Kit is “Our spirituality 
is how we live out our faith.”.   
                              Sharon Birchler, Communications 
 
On November 20th, Father Antoine Bakh was our 
invited Serra speaker. Fr. Bakh is a Maronite priest 
and pastor of St. John Maron where he has been for 
the last 25 years. 
Fr. Bakh was born in Egypt and immigrated with his 
family to the US when he was nine years old. In the 
coming years he considered a vocation to the 
priesthood but remained doubtful. Then came a 
family miracle. 
One evening at a family 
gathering his entire family 
had a vision of their statue 
of the Virgin Mother 
positioned on a side table 
in the room, turning and  
bowing to a cross on the  
wall of the room. Fr. Bakh 
knew that this was his 
personal invitation to the  
priesthood. 
Feeling overwhelmed at 
Seeing this miracle, father 
said that no one in that room 
was worthy of such a miracle.  
But as a result of this miracle and his own soul 
searching, he entered the Maronite Seminary in 
Washington DC at the age of 22 and since has had 
no doubt that the priesthood is where he should be. 
Father Bakh will offer our Mass at our Christmas 
luncheon. We are all looking forward to seeing this 
warm, devoted priest again. 
                          Sharon Mulherin for Sharon Birchler 
  
 
 

                                                                                           
                              
               
                         This the last of our messages this 
                         year. We thank Matt Ivary and  the 
                         City Club for the well done reception 
                         for the Altar Servers Recognition  
                         Mass and reception. Mary Osinga  
                         does a marvelous job of coordinating 
This project, thank you Mary from all Serrans. In 
many parts of our country, this job is done by 
Serrans, here we depend on Fr. Moneypenny and 
Mary Osinga. 
This past month there were two events associated 
with the “Year of Consecrate Life”. The first was the 
showing of the DVD “Women and Spirit” at Christ 
Cathedral. The City Club helped with a small 
reception before the showing. The second event was 
the Vesper Service held at Holy Family Cathedral 
led by Bishop Vann on Nov. 21st. There will be one 
more showing of the DVD this year on Dec. 15. It is 
worth a few hours of your time. Check out 
www.serraoc.org website under current events for 
more information. 
Thank you all for your devotion to promoting 
vocations. Enjoy the Christmas holidays, and keep 
thinking of how else you can help. Merry Christmas 
to all.               
                                Wally Drazba, District Governor 
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SERRAN BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 
  Lupe Chaves    John McAndrew 

Therese McAndrew 
  
 

 
Fr. Antoine Bakh 


